Benny Doesn’t Like to be Hugged
By Zetta Elliott

lllustrated by Purple Wong
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Benny likes trains that chug along the track.
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Benny likes to eat seedless grapes for his snack.
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Benny likes to play with quiet kids like Miko and Zach.
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But Benny doesn’t like to be hugged.
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Benny likes cupcakes that aren’t covered in sprinkles.
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Benny likes clothes that don’t have any wrinkles.
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Benny can name the brightest star —and he knows why it twinkles.
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But Benny doesn’t like to be hugged.
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Sometimes Benny cries when the room gets too loud.
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Sometimes he twirls away from the rest of the crowd.
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When | tell a joke, Benny doesn’t always smile.
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And he can act fussy every once in a while.
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But Benny’s my best friend and | like him a lot.
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If he needs things done a certain way, | don’t give it a second thought.
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Because true friends accept each other just the way they are.

R EIERE AR K I G AR M RARAVE L -

And being different is what makes us unique — like a snowflake or a star!
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