Honey, I Love by Eloise Greenfield
Poetry Workshop (B)
(Can be adapted for HS-5" grade, 1 hour)
Goals: (1) To introduce students to a famous African American poet, Eloise Greenfield, and her poetry
language and rhythm) (2) To engage students in writing their own poetry about what they love in their lives

Skills: Listening, Comprehending, Making connections with literature to their own lives, Using the writing
process, Reciting poetry

Before the session:
= Cut out each of the questions and answers below on its own strip of paper.
= Practice reading aloud “Honey, I Love” and any other poems you will read to the class

L Introduce yourself and tell why you came to the class today. 2 min
IL. Brief background on Eloise Greenfield. 10 min
o After introducing yourself, pass out the ten strips of paper to ten different children
o Ask the person who has question #1 to read aloud her/his question and ask the children who
have “answers” to read their slips silently to see who has the right response to that question.
Continue with question #2-5 in this format.

III. Read poem(s) aloud. 10 min
o Optional: You may want to read one or two other poems in the book first: Harriet Tubman,
By Myself..). Look through the book for your personal favorites.
o Read “Honey, I Love” aloud—passionately! (You will need to practice at home.)

IV.  Discussion: 10 min

a. Ask the children to tell you their favorite part of the poem.
b. Then ask who can remember what the poet loves:

= The way my cousin talks

= To feel a flying pool (hose)

* The laughing sound

= To take a family ride

= To kiss my mama’s arm

* You
c. Ask for volunteers to tell you what the poem makes them think of in their own lives: what are
the everyday things that they LOVE? (Encourage them to be specific, to give us a picture with
their words: E.g., Instead of “I love my mom,” Eloise writes “I love to kiss my mama’s arm.”)

V. Writing Poetry: Either as a whole class or individually, ask students to write a poem about what
they love starting with the first three lines of “Honey, I Love:”
I'love
I love a lot of things, a whole lot of things 15 min
Like

VI.  Share Poetry and pass out bookmarks: Let students who want to read their poems and then
pass out the bookmarks with “Things,” and tell the kids their homework is to memorize the poem
and recite it for their teacher before the end of February! Everyone who does will get a valentine.
(Leave with teacher) 10 min
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Question 1: Who is Eloise Greenfield?

Question 2: Where was she born and where does she
live now?

Question 3: Does she have any children or
grandchildren?

Question 4: What does she write books and poems
about?

Question 5: What is her most famous book of poetry?

Answer: Eloise Greenfield is a famous African
American poet and writer. She has published 38

children’s books!

Answer: Eloise was born in North Carolina and grew
up in Washington, DC which is where she lives now.

Answer: Eloise Greenfield has one son, one daughter
and four grandchildren.

Answer: Eloise Greenfield writes about strong,
loving African American families and
communities, like the ones in which she grew up.

Answer: Eloise Greenfield’s most famous book of
poetry is Honey, I Love.
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Honey, I Love by Eloise Greenfield
Taller de poesia para el Mes de Historia Afro Americana
(Headstart-3" grado, 1 hora)

Objetivos: (1) Presentar a los estudiantes a una escritora Afro americana, Eloise Greenfield, su poesia, ritmo y lenguaje
(2) Incentivar a los estudiantes a escribir poesia sobre lo que aman en sus vidas.

Habilidades: Escuchar, comprension, hacer conexion entre los poemas y sus vidas, avanzar el proceso de escritura y
recitar poesia

Antes de la sesion:
= Cortar cada una de las lineas de abajo en una franja de papel.
= Practicar recitar “Honey, I Love” y otros poemas que lea en la clase

L Presentacion y por qué vino a la clase de hoy. 2 min.

II. Nota breve sobre la autora. 10 min
o Después de presentarse, pase las diez bandas de papel a diez alumnos distintos
o Pregunte al estudiante que tenga la banda de la Pregunta #1 que lea su pregunta y pida a los
estudiantes que tienen las respuestas que lean sus bandas en silencio y definan cual es la correcta.
Prosiga en este formato con las preguntas 2-5.

II1. Leer el poema en voz alta. 10 min
o Opcional: Ud. querra leer un poema o dos del libro (Harriet Tubman, By Myself...). Escoja su favorito.
o Lea “Honey, I Love” fuerte—y con pasion! (Ud. tendra que haber practicado en casa.)

Iv. Discusion: 10 min
a. Pregunte a los nifios cual es su parte favorita del poema.
b. Luego pregunte cuales son las cosas que la poetisa dice amar en el poema:
* Lamanera en que hablan mis primos
= Sentir un piscina voladora (manguera)
» Elsonido de larisa
= Pasear con la familia
= Besar el brazo de mi mama
= TG
c. Pida voluntarios y que digan qué cosas les recuerda el poema en sus propias vidas. (Animelos a que
sean especificos, a darnos una imagen de sus palabras: Por ejemplo, En vez de “ yo amo a mi mama”
Eloise escribe “ Me encanta besar el brazo de mi mama”)

V. Escribiendo poesia: Ya sea toda la clase o individualmente, pida a los estudiantes que escriban un poema
sobre las cosas que ellos aman, o les encantan comenzando con las 3 primeras lineas del poema “Honey, I
Love:”
Yo amo o0 a mi me encanta 15 min
Yo amo muchas cosas, un montén de cosas, Me encantan muchas cosas
Como

VL Comparta las poesias y marcador de libros: Deje que los estudiantes que quieran lean sus poemas y
luego pase los marcadores de libros con el poema “Things,” diga a los estudiantes que su tarea es
memorizar el poema y recitarlo a su profesor antes de que termine Febrero! Todos los que lo hagan,
recibiran un regalo de Valentine. (dejar regalos con los profesores) 10 min
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Pregunta 1: ;Quién es Eloise Greenfield?

Pregunta 2: ¢Donde nacio y donde vive?

Pregunta 3: :Tiene hijos/as 6 nietos/as?
Pregunta 4: ¢Sobre qué son sus libros y poemas?

Pregunta 5: ¢Cual es su libro de poesias mas
famoso?

Respuesta: Eloise Greenfield es una famosa poetisa
y escritora Afroamericana. Ella ha publicado un
total de 38 libros para ninos!

Respuesta: Eloise nacio en North Carolina y crecio
en Washington, DC que es donde ella vive ahora.

Respuesta: Eloise Greenfield tiene un hijo, una hija
y cuatro nietos.

Respuesta: Eloise Greenfield escribe sobre

familias y comunidades Afroamericanas tenaces
y amorosas, como en las que ella crecio.

Respuesta: El libro de poesia mas famoso de Eloise
Greenfield es Honey, I Love.
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